20th April, 2010.

Dear Trustee/Patron/ Member of Board of Management,

The National Trustee Forum for Community and Comprehensive Schools has organised a third annual one-day Conference for Trustees and Patrons.  Please find attached details of the Conference and booking form. 
ACCS Head Office is facilitating the NTF in the organisation of the Conference and any additional queries or clarifications should be addressed to the above.  

This Conference is intended to focus exclusively on the role and responsibilities of Patrons and Trustees in Community and Comprehensive schools and on the unique challenges which arise in a Joint Patronage model.  It is envisaged that the delegates will consist of Trustees/Patrons and Board of Management members of the 92 Community and Comprehensive schools or other school personnel delegated to attend on their behalf.  Over the last two years we have looked at the role of Trustees/Patrons and the practical implications for both Trustee/Patrons and Boards of Management in facilitating the way in which this role can be carried out.  
In the 2010 Conference we will continue to tease out some of the practical issues which have arisen, especially from the perspective of Religious and VEC co-patrons.  We will look at the challenges arising for the living out of the characteristic spirit in a multidenominational setting.  The Department of Education and Skills perspective on Catholic Patronage in C & C schools and the challenges for the Deed of Trust will be addressed by Assistant Secretary, Mr. Martin Hanevy.  
The NTF hopes that this unique opportunity to further consider the important role and responsibility attaching to Trusteeship/Patronage and the implications for Boards will attract a high attendance which will support and inform the work of the NTF on behalf of Trustees/Patrons.   

The fee for the Conference is set at €60, payable with the enclosed booking form to ACCS.  Delegates are advised that an agreement has been reached with the Mullingar Park Hotel for a conference rate of €85 per person single occupancy and €65 per person sharing for bed and breakfast on the night of Wednesday May 12th  for delegates attending the Conference.    It is the responsibility of each delegate to make the booking for such accommodation separately and the NTF will not be taking any responsibility for this aspect of the Conference.  We very much look forward to hearing from you and hope that we will see you at the Conference in Mullingar on May 13th.

On behalf of the NTF,

______________________

Monsignor Jim Cassin,

Chairperson, NTF.

