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Single Catholic Patron 

·Rationale? 

- Clarity for schools? 

 

- Improved communication with DES and 

other external agencies? 

 

- Effective exercise of trusteeship into the 

future? 

 

   

 
Will it enhance the learning experience for students? 

   



ATCS 

·Formed in September 2009 

·Represents primary and post primary 

trustees ð 56 signed up members (including 15 

Archdioceses and Dioceses)  

·Two standing committees form the Board 

·All act in a voluntary capacity 

·Gaining recognition as ôpartnersõ 

·Forum (May 2011) and AGM and special meeting 

of Community School Trustees(October 2011) 

Association of Trustees of 

Catholic Schools 



Issues 
·Facilitating Patrons who are unable to 

continue functioning as Patron 

·Looking ahead ð forming some sort of 

ôallianceõ to ensure that active patronage 

continues into the future, not just because 

it makes life more convenient .... 

·Ensure the characteristic spirit is kept 

alive 

·Exercising the role of patron is very 

important 



Diocese and Religious Orders 

·Diocesan connection in all schools  
 (Schedule 2 Deed of Trust) 

 

·Diocese and congregational co-patrons 

·Two different congregational co-patrons 

·One congregational co-patron 

 

 

·Education offices provide support .... 

 



Characteristic Spirit 

· To provide a comprehensive system of post primary education 

open to all children of the community combining instruction in 

academic and practical subjects and ongoing education of persons 

living in the community and generally for the purposes of 

contributing towards the spiritual, moral, mental, physical well being 

and development of the community. (Deed of Trust. Second 

Schedule) 

 

· The [Catholic] Patron has a special care to promote the spiritual 

welfare of all students within the school, and will seek to ensure 

that Catholic students have access to an appropriate faith 

formation programme (Le Chéile Charter p.4) 



Identity 

·òGreenfieldó site schools v amalgamations 

 

 

 

 


