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Objectives 

• Examine the Role of Student Voice in 
Enhancing Wellbeing 

• Practice What You Preach: Models of Practice 

• Towards the Learner Voice Space – the 
importance of Process rather than Product 

• Questions / Discussion 





Background 

• Scoil Mhuire, Béal Átha’n Ghaorthaidh (Cork ETB) 

• 10 mbliana ag múineadh Gaeilge & Tíreolaíochta 

• Engaged with SV projects from 2005 onwards 

 

• Coláiste Daibhéid, Corcaigh (Cork ETB) 

• 5 bliana mar Phríomhoide Tánaisteach 

• Participant school in ‘Student Voice: The Bridge 
to Learning’ Erasmus+  NCCA  JCT project 

 

• Millstreet Community School, Cork 

• Second year as Principal…SV alive and kicking! 



2005: My Leaving Cert 

Students’ Perceptions 

of Themselves as 

Learners 





Student Voice…another ‘initiative’? 
 

‘If we do not give children the 
opportunity to tell us how 
they feel, and a chance to 
influence how they spend 
their time with us in school, 
then we make it very 
difficult for them to engage 
with us as people and with 
education itself’   

(Hancock and Mansfield 2002) 

 



I know I am 

very good at 

school but I 

am still in 

my comfort 

zone 



The Importance of ‘Voice’ 

Learners should be able to  “learn in ways 
that suit their own strengths and needs” 
and “develop a range of learning 
strategies” (NCCA: Towards Learning. An 
Overview of Senior Cycle Education 2009) 

School Self-Evaluation (SSE): 
assessment of teaching and learning 
and ‘the inclusion of the voice of 
students…in school self-evaluation 
processes’ (Department of Education 
and School Self Evaluation: Guidelines 
for Post Primary Schools 2012) 

Junior Cycle Key Skills: Managing 
Information and Thinking: 

Reflecting on and evaluating my 
learning; Thinking creatively and 

critically 



Dr Domhnall Fleming, School of Education UCC (2019) 





If I don’t understand 
why I am learning and 
how I learn, it is very 
difficult for me to learn 







Changes in Practice… 



Instant Feedback (Edmodo) 



School Support – Bridge to Learning Project in  
Coláiste Daibhéid, Cork   

• Coiste le Daltaí 
Idirbhliana, 2 mhúinteoir 
agus an Príomhoide 
Tánaisteach 

• Tacaíocht Iomlán ó 
Bhainistíocht na Scoile 

• A committment to having 
Learning & Teaching on 
the agenda at regular 
staff meetings 

• Comhrá ag tarlú i measc 
na ndaltaí anois-cad atá i 
gceist le foghlaim? 

• How do I learn best? 

• Cad is féidir liomsa a 
bheith ag deineamh chun 
mo chuid foghlama a 
chur chun cinn? 

• Conas a chabhraíonn an 
scoil agus na múinteoirí 
liom? 

 

 





Student Voice Initiatives 

• Erasmus + project: Primarily focussed on TY 
students & Interactions with 2nd Year Students 

• The main needs of students: 

Variety 

Success Criteria 

• Participant teachers tried new methods…student 
feedback obtained and acted upon 

• Students presented survey results to other classes 
and to staff at a meeting… 

• Whiteboards on corridors…opinions sought, heard 
and valued 







In your opinion, what is learning? 
New information 
that stimulates 

your mind 
15% 

Getting 
knowledge you 

did not have 
before 

50% 

Things that help 
you in life 

20% 

Memorising 5% 

Reading 
5% 

Getting information 
from a teacher 

5% 

RESULTS 



In my opinion, learning is… 



The Lundy Model of Child Participation (2007) 



School Context 

• Student feedback on TY experience suggested the need for 

changes…more substance…opportunities to contribute… 

• Three-way split in new option block: 

• GCE 

• Ambassador Schools Programme 

• Green Flag 

• Programmes have  ‘status’ on the curriculum…more contact 

time (in itself a challenge for teacher)…tremendous 

opportunities for TY students to influence their peers 

 

• Lack of ‘space’ for LC Students – Library out of date and 

dull…can we do something to create a dedicated library space? 





BEFORE 



DURING 



AFTER 



New School Website – December 2018 









The Learner Voice Space – Dr Paula Flynn (2017) 





“Chloe: Why are you really going to learn something that you’re not 
going to use? 
Cathal: That’s why the teacher needs to try to find a way to make it 
really interesting.” 
P. Ó Síodhcháin (2013) MEd. Thesis ‘Leaving Certificate Students’ Perceptions of Themselves as Learners in 

a Rural Secondary School’. 





Listen to your students 

Hear what they are saying to you 

Act upon what you hear 

Start small…watch the ripple effect! 

 

Enjoy the journey! 
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