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Objectives

Examine the Role of Student Voice in
Enhancing Wellbeing

Practice What You Preach: Models of Practice

Towards the Learner Voice Space — the
importance of Process rather than Product

Questions / Discussion



...APPEARING TO LISTEN TO
CHILDREN IS RELATIVELY

UNCHALLENGING; GIVING DUE

WEIGHT TO THEIR VIEWS
REQUIRES REAL CHANGE-.

UN COMMITTEE ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD
(2003, P.4)




Background

Scoil Mhuire, Béal Atha’n Ghaorthaidh (Cork ETB)
10 mbliana ag muineadh Gaeilge & Tireolaiochta
Engaged with SV projects from 2005 onwards

Colaiste Daibhéid, Corcaigh (Cork ETB)

5 bliana mar Phriomhoide Tanaisteach @
Participant school in ‘Student Voice: The Bridge .

to Learning’ Erasmus+ NCCA JCT project

MILLSTREET C.S.

Millstreet Community School, Cork ' ‘
Second year as Principal...SV alive and kicking!
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Student Voice...another ‘initiative’?

‘If we do not give children the
opportunity to tell us how
they feel, and a chance to
influence how they spend
their time with us in school,
then we make it very
difficult for them to engage
with us as people and with
education itself’

(Hancock and Mansfield 2002)
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The Importance of ‘Voice’

Learners should be able to “learn in ways
that suit their own strengths and needs”
and “develop a range of learning
strategies” (NCCA: Towards Learning. An
Overview of Senior Cycle Education 2009)

School Self-Evaluation (SSE):

Junior Cycle Key Skills: Managing assessment of teaching and learning
Information and Thinking: and ‘the inclusion of the voice of
Reflecting on and evaluating my students...in school self-evaluation

learning; Thinking creatively and processes’ (Department of Education
critically and School Self Evaluation: Guidelines

for Post Primary Schools 2012)




STUDENT VOICE ALSO SPEAKS
TO A RIGHTS-BASED
CONCEPTUALISATION OF A
STUDENT'S ROLE AND POSITION

IN SCHOOLS AND CLASSROOMS
WITHIN WHICH STUDENTS ARE
AFFORDED A VOICE IN MATTERS

THAT AFFECT THEM

Dr Domhnall Fleming, School of Education UCC (2019)




Do students have a say?

...in the school? ...in the classroom?
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LOOKING AT OUR SCHOOL 2016
A Quality Framework for Post-Primary Schools



DOMAINS STANDARDS

Students:

enjoy their learning, are motivated to learn, and expect to achieve as learners

Learner outcomes have the necessary knowledge and skills to understand themselves and their relationships
demonstrate the knowledge, skills and understanding required by the post-primary curriculum
attain the stated leamning outcomes for each subject, course and programme

Students:

engage purposefully in meaningful learning activities
grow as learners through respectful interactions and experiences that are challenging and supportive

reflect on their progress as learners and develop a sense of ownership of and responsibility for their
learning

experience opportunities to develop the skills and attitudes necessary for lifelong learning

Learner experiences

School leaders:

critique their practice as leaders and develop their understanding of effective and sustainable
leadership

empower staff to take on and carry out leadership roles

promote and facilitate the development of student voice, student participation, and student
leadership

build professional networks with other school leaders
Looking at Our School 2016 A Quality Framework for Post-Primary Schools (Department of Education and Skills, 2016)

Developing leadership




Changes in Practice...
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Instant Feedback (Edmodo)

Mr. O Siodhchain posted to
== Bliain 5 Tireolas

Mr. O Siodhchain posted to
== Bliain 5 Tireolas

An bhfuil go leor éagsulachta (variety)
sna ranganna tireolaiochta duit?
11 Responses

An maith leat an cineal oibre seo?
11 Responses

. Is maith liom
Ta

T Ni maith liom

@ & b 2



School Support — Bridge to Learning Project in
Colaiste Daibhéid, Cork

* Coiste le Daltai
Idirbhliana, 2 mhuinteoir
agus an Priomhoide
Tanaisteach

 Tacaiocht lomlan ¢
Bhainistiocht na Scoile

* A committment to having
Learning & Teaching on
the agenda at regular
staff meetings

Comhra ag tarlu i measc
na ndaltai anois-cad ata i
gceist le foghlaim?

How do | learn best?

Cad is féidir liomsa a
bheith ag deineamh chun
mo chuid foghlama a
chur chun cinn?

Conas a chabhraionn an
scoil agus na muinteoiri
liom?



TEACHERS STUDENTS

Teacher and School
Collaboration

Classroom
Collaboraton
with Students

Feachers Workorg

logether

Questioning

leacher’s Learnnyg

Seudent Teacher

TeacherStudene
Foedbaclk

Prve
R ieriow
Enhanced
Student
Voice

Self - Refection




Student Voice Initiatives

Erasmus + project: Primarily focussed on TY
students & Interactions with 2" Year Students

The main needs of students:
» Variety
» Success Criteria

Participant teachers tried new methods...student
feedback obtained and acted upon

Students presented survey results to other classes
and to staff at a meeting...

Whiteboards on corridors...opinions sought, heard
and valued
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In your opinion, what is learning?
RESULTS New information

that stimulates
Getting information / your mind
from a teacher o
5% \ 15%

Reading
5%

~

Memorising 5%

Things that
you in life
20%

etting
owledge you
did not have

before
50%



Finding out

Listening

Knowledge

When needed

Taking in Seeing Information In a situation
Figuring out Doing Skills In school
Getting Being shown ldeas In later life
Developing To use Thoughts

Collecting Put into practice Reflections
Adding Reuse Research
Knowing Apply Diagrams
Gaining Reproduce Books
Acquiring Remember Subjects
Understanding Help Facts
Thinking Rules
Studying Techniques

Drawing

Definitions




The Lundy Model of Child Participation (2007)

Theright to
express views

Theright to
It TiTTtTiTiiiTiT have views
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This model provides a way of conceptualising Article 12 of the UNCRC
which is intended to focus educational decision-makers on the distinct,
albeit interrelated, elements of the provision. The four elements have a
rational chronological order:

= SPACE: Children must be given safe, inclusive opportunities
to form and express their view

- VOICE: Children must be facilitated to express their view

- DIENCE: The view must be listened to.

- INFLUENCE The view must be acted upon, as appropriate.



School Context

Student feedback on TY experience suggested the need for
changes...more substance...opportunities to contribute...

Three-way split in new option block:

- GCE

« Ambassador Schools Programme

» Green Flag
Programmes have ‘status’ on the curriculum...more contact
time (in itself a challenge for teacher)...tremendous
opportunities for TY students to influence their peers

Lack of ‘space’ for LC Students — Library out of date and
dull...can we do something to create a dedicated library space?
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New School Website — December 2018

C Y & https//www.millstreetcommunityschool.ie Q

[iLLsTReEETCS |

Millstreet Community School

CLARA DIES EXPECTAT

Bright days ahead.

Learn and flourish in a calm, caring and creative environment where your voice is heard, your
work is celebrated and where we work together, towards the best possible outcome for each
individual student. Watch the welcome video

About Our School

WorldWise Global Schools
(WWGS) Annual Conference 2019
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SkyDome visi

The SkyDome

val Schools (WWGS) Annual
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European Tour 2019 Paris ~ Migration Workshop
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TY Workshops with Shane  Easter Holidays
Casey

Culture Week
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CONNECTED @

AWARE Q

RESILIENT @

INDICATORS
OF WELLBEING

RESPONSIBLE




The Learner Voice Space — Dr Paula Flynn (2017)

1.

Space, voice,
audience and
influence (Lundy
2007)

4 2.

Authenti
PREHY A Liste:inge'nc:eck
process — not :
product of interpretation -
continued avoid
dialogue THE LEARNER adulteration

VOICE SPACE

Facilitate change as
a consequence of
learning and
listening:
democratic school
& partnership
response

3.

Feedback — ongoing
conversation







“Chloe: Why are you really going to learn something that you’re not

going to use?
Cathal: That’s why the teacher needs to try to find a way to make it

really interesting.”
P. O Siodhchdin (2013) MEd. Thesis ‘Leaving Certificate Students’ Perceptions of Themselves as Learners in

a Rural Secondary School".



Lastly, I'd just like to add that I and many more are very
glad to see all the improvements and the vibrancy in the
school 1n the last year. It 1s much noticed even by those

of us that don't have an everyday connection with the
school.
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Listen to your students
Hear what they are saying to you
Act upon what you hear
Start small...watch the ripple effect!

Enjoy the journey!




MILLSTREET C.S.

Mile buiochas!
| P6l O Siodhchain
L

T Principal

Millstreet Community School
Coomlogane,
Millstreet Town
Co. Cork
(029) 70087

principal@millstreetcommunityschool.ie
www. millstreetcommunityschool.ie
@MiillstreetCS



